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B-3279

B-3274 - B-3279 c.1885
413-401 Warren Ave. (South side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This group of three story, three bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and
bracketed cornices (with the exception of 411 Warren Ave., which is only two
stories in height, and 407 Warren Ave., which is two stories in height with a high
mansard roof which serves as an attic story) were all built in the mid-1880's for
fairly well-to-do local clients. The houses are quite large and commodious and
face Federal Hill Park. Their size and location (with harbor views) has made
them desirable for residences for some years.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED HX-UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X _GooD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
—_FAIR —__UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, three bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice

is one of a group of houses built along this side of Warren Ave. facing Federal
Hill Park in the 1880's.

The house is three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupies a lot 110' deep.
The house occupies the south-east corner of Warren Ave. and Henry St. and extends
back along Henry St. for seven bays. There is also a two story high, one bay
deep rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is
surmounted by a vaguely Italianate-style cornice consisting of a deeply projecting
crown molding, decorated with a row of cut-work scallops, and set over of row of
grooved modillions and a row of scroll-sawed motifs. The cornice is supported by
five grooved brackets (including a bracket around the corner on the Henry St.
facade) which connect the cornice to a lower molding strip decorated with quarter-
round carvings. The brick freize area thus formed,at one time had three scroll-
sawed ventilating panels, but these have been covered over with solid wood panels.
The house has hooded chimneys located along its east side and a rear end hooded
chimney located at the south-east end of the house.

All of the door and window openings have splayed brick lintels and stone
sills. The first floor windows are filled with 9/9 double hung sash; the second
and third floor windows are filled with 1/1 sash. The windows on the Henry St.
facade are filled with the original 4/4 double hung sash. A late, panel door
with multi-lights above the panels is set beneath a single light transom. The
house sit on a fairly low basement, the entrance being reached by three marble
steps. There are two rectangular basement windows located beneath the first
floor windows.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAaw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 Z ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusiC —THEATER
X _1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ;g4 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  McHenry and James Howard

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
See under 413 Warren Ave.

This house was built by the Howards as part of their development of this side of
Warren Ave. The first owner of the house was a Thomas F. McHugh, who along with
Patrick Dougherty at 413 Warren Ave., owned a tugboat business located on Smith's wharf.l

1galtimore City Land Records, Liber RTA 964, Folio 187; Baltimore City Directory, 1884

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES |

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 16" x 110"

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Havward / Historic Sites Surveyor.
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4179
STREET & NUMBER "TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton el and gt .

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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HISTORIC PRESERVATICON CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION — PART 1

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976)
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PART 1 - 401 Warren Avenue

£2. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The residence at 401 Warren Avenue is located within the
Federal Hill Historic District in Central Baltimore, Maryland
(See Map, Attached). The structure is a brick house of three
stories at the Western end of a block of single family row
houses. The property is bounded by Warren Avenue on the North,
Henry Street on the West, and Hamburg Street on the South. To
the North, the house overlooks Federal Hill Park with the
harbor and downtown Baltimore beyond. To the South, the upper
floors command views of South Baltimore and the outer Harbor.

The general character and details of the residence clearly
indicate that the structure is a Victorian Era row house,
probably constructed immediately after the Civil War. The
construction system is masonry bearing walls with wood joists.
The predominant features of the front facade are the large nine
over-nine(on the first floor) and one-over-one (on the second
and third floors) Double hung windows with marble sills and
flat arches of sprayed brick; the bold, bracketed cornice with
decorative wood ventilators; and the running bond brick work.
The front door has a single pane glass transom above. It
appears from the condition of the brick surrounding the front
door that the door was at one time enhanced with a pedimented
frame around the doorway, a fairly common feature on the larger
row houses.

The side and rear facades are laid in common bond, with every
eighth course headers. The windows are four-over-four and have
wood sills. The later garage addition (approx. 1930) and one
story family room (constructed between the garage and original
house in 1971) are constructed of block and brick, respectively,
in styles not sympathetic to the original structure.

The house has three chimneys, each with a brick hood typical
of the Victorian Era.

The front door gives access to a suite of rooms: a parlor,
stair (with a side door onto Henry Street), living room, dining
room, and kitchen with a secondary stair to the second floor.
The parlor has a fireplace with a black marble surround,
possibly a later addition. The room also features hardwood
floors with elaborate wood inlays and a plaster medallion in
the center of the ceiling.
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PART I ~— 401 Warren Avenue

£§2. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE (Continued)

.’ﬁ.

W
Thegdining room features a fine, columned wood mantle with
an integral beveled mirror. This room also has a plaster
medallion in the center of the ceiling.

On the upper floors, the main stair is flanked by one large
room at the front of the house and two rooms to the rear.
The chimney flues are visible in the upper floors, but there
are no fireplaces. On both the second and third floors,
kitchens and baths have been added at the very back of the
house. These upper floors have been altered scmewhat for
use as apartments.

O

O




C PART I
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B- 327

- 401 Warren Avenue

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located within the Federal Hill Historic District, the

structure at 401 Warren Avenue is typical of Victorian

Era row houses and was probably constructed immediately
after the Civil War.

The residence belongs to the blocks of row houses which
form the southern edge of Federal Hill Park.

A division in the brickwork indicates an addition to the

main house in about 1890. A garage on Hamburg Street was
added in about 1930, and the rear yard was filled in with
a one-story addition in 1971.

The first floor interiors are notable for the fireplaces,
ceiling plasterwork, elaborate wood inlays in the hardwood
floors, and window shutters in the first floor living rooms.
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401 Warren Avenue
Block 1912 Lot CO1912
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3279 401 Warren Ave.
—M.E.H. 5/79 ol
North-west elevation



